After completing this project, students will be able to: (a) use health communication research and theory to create educational materials; (b) analyze an audience and develop creative educational materials based on audience characteristics; (c) consult with key constituents during the development of educational materials.
monitor group progress and resolve conflicts as they arose. We also helped to ensure individual accountability in the groups by assigning a peer evaluation measure so that students could assess the extent to which their fellow group members contributed to the final project. Finally, making several assignments due prior to the fair guaranteed that each group was working toward the goal of creating a useful and well-researched exhibit.
On campuses that do not sponsor an annual health and wellness fair, instructors could consider several alternatives. Working with community officials in local health agencies (e.g., county health departments) is one option that would allow students to extend the reach of their materials to the community at large. Alternatively, instructors and students could collaborate with other campus departments (e.g., health and human services) to sponsor their own mini-fair on campus. A single class could even host a small scale event in which students invite friends, classmates, and faculty members to attend a fair held during the class's regular meeting time.
Particularly ambitious instructors could work with their students to start a health and wellness fair on their campus or in their local community with the potential for that fair to become an annual event. As instructors pursue variations on this assignment, they will no doubt encounter new challenges related to power and privilege. In our case, students addressed an audience of health fair participants who were similar to them in many ways (e.g., most fair participants were also college students with access to care at a campus health center). However, if students enter their local communities, they might encounter new challenges as they interact with participants of various backgrounds (e.g., varying education levels, diverse socioeconomic backgrounds) who might lack access to adequate health care and resources. Whatever path instructors pursue, students will be given a unique opportunity to put research into practice as they serve the larger campus or local communities in which they live.
